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Week Ending Friday, May 15, 1998

Proclamation 7094—National
Defense Transportation Day and
National Transportation Week, 1998
May 8, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America’s transportation system is the fin-

est in the world. The web of streets, high-
ways, bridges, and railroads that crisscross
our Nation and our complex network of ship-
ping lanes and air routes keep us connected
to one another and the world. They enable
us to move people and goods swiftly and effi-
ciently across the country and around the
globe and fuel the engine of our robust econ-
omy. Whether building subways, construct-
ing new highways, or improving airplane
safety, the dedicated and hardworking men
and women of our national transportation
system keep America moving.

As we look forward to a new century, we
must build on our record of achievement. As
always, our first priority must be the safety
of those who use our Nation’s transportation
system. We have already made great progress
in improving highway safety—the traffic fa-
tality rate today is two-and-a-half times less
than it was 30 years ago. However, by in-
creasing seat belt use, ensuring that our chil-
dren are properly secured in our vehicles,
and lowering the threshold for drunk driving
to a blood alcohol concentration of .08, we
can further reduce the number of traffic acci-
dents and the harm they cause.

We also must strive to keep our Nation’s
transportation system secure and our borders
safe from terrorists and drug traffickers.
Today, through improved training tech-
niques and advanced technology, we have in-
creased security at our airports, and pro-
grams such as the Coast Guard’s Operation
Frontier Shield have helped to seize tons of

illegal drugs and abort numerous drug smug-
gling attempts.

While recognizing the many benefits we
derive from our transportation system, we
also acknowledge the need to use and de-
velop it responsibly to ensure the protection
of our environment. We are making progress
in this goal as well: we have funded many
projects to improve transit services and ac-
commodations for bicyclists and pedestrians;
we are turning historic railroad terminals into
multimodal transportation centers; and funds
from transportation programs have helped to
support wetlands restoration projects and
have aided communities in planning both
transit projects and sustainable development.
We must build on these efforts by also work-
ing to reduce the pollutants and greenhouse
gases that our transportation system creates.

Recognizing the need for safety, security,
and environmental stewardship in America’s
transportation system, we also must invest in
our transportation infrastructure. Together
with the Congress, my Administration has
provided funding for construction projects in
communities across the country, creating
700,000 new transportation-related jobs in
the last 5 years. Our fiscal 1999 budget pro-
posal for transportation infrastructure is 42
percent higher than the average level of in-
vestment from 1990 to 1993. The 240 trade
agreements we have signed since 1993, in-
cluding 27 ‘‘open skies’’ aviation agreements
in the last 3 years, have opened markets
around the world for American products.
America’s transportation system will enable
us to seize these unprecedented opportuni-
ties for trade and economic growth.

In recognition of the importance of our
Nation’s transportation system to our na-
tional security and economic success, and in
gratitude to the outstanding men and women
who ensure its continued excellence, the
United States Congress, by joint resolution
approved May 16, 1957 (36 U.S.C. 160), has
designated the third Friday in May of each
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year as ‘‘National Defense Transportation
Day’’ and, by joint resolution approved May
14, 1962 (36 U.S.C. 166), declared that the
week in which that Friday falls be designated
‘‘National Transportation Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Friday, May 15, 1998,
as National Defense Transportation Day and
May 10 through May 16, 1998, as National
Transportation Week. I urge all Americans
to observe these occasions with appropriate
ceremonies and activities, giving due rec-
ognition to the individuals and organizations
that build, operate, and maintain this coun-
try’s modern transportation systems.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 13, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 14. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
May 9, 1998

Good morning. Tomorrow is Mother’s
Day, a special moment to express the grati-
tude, respect, and love we feel all year round.
Our mothers give us life; they offer us uncon-
ditional love, strong guidance, and the sense
that we can grow up to do anything we can
dream of. From our first moments, mothers
are our best teachers and most selfless
friends. And like my own mother, whom I
miss very much, especially on Mother’s Day,
they rarely ask for thanks. A mother’s main
wish is to see her children grow up healthy
and happy.

Today I want to talk about a few ways we,
here in Washington, can give all mothers that
peace of mind, whether they work in an of-
fice, a factory, a hospital, or at home. To
make that tribute to motherhood, we must

all take responsibility for the care of our chil-
dren. For many mothers who work, as my
mother did, peace of mind requires afford-
able, quality child care. Millions of American
women have full-time jobs outside the home.
Three of 5 mothers with children under 6
are working to meet their obligations to their
children and their employers. Juggling those
responsibilities is even more difficult when
quality child care is either hard to find or
too expensive to afford.

That’s why I’ve included in my balanced
budget a significant new investment in child
care. I urge Congress to join me in making
child care better, safer, and more affordable
for those who need it.

To help parents find the best care for their
children, today I’m releasing a report by the
Department of Health and Human Services.
It’s a consumer guide to child care quality
that recommends four steps for parents: One,
interview the potential caregivers; two, check
the references; three, evaluate how the care-
giver meets your child’s needs; and four, stay
involved. As Mother’s Day reminds us, gov-
ernments don’t raise children, parents do.
There is no substitute for a mother’s love or
a parent’s responsibility.

We, too, in the National and State Govern-
ments, however, have a responsibility. A big
one is to protect America’s children from
abuse and neglect. Nothing gives mothers
peace of mind like the knowledge their chil-
dren are in safe hands. Today I’m also releas-
ing a new Justice Department set of guide-
lines for screening child care workers and
other caregivers; and again, I urge Congress
to act on a proposal I’ve put forth to facilitate
background checks on child caregivers.
There is strong bipartisan support for this
proposal, and I’m hopeful that members of
both parties will move quickly to give Ameri-
ca’s children the care they deserve.

There is one other thing I’d like to talk
about that we must do to protect our chil-
dren. Fathers must take their share of re-
sponsibility, too. Children deserve to be
raised by both parents, but when that’s not
possible, children must still receive the sup-
port they need. The unfortunate division of
families cannot mean the end of child sup-
port. That’s why we have worked so hard to
toughen enforcement of child support laws,
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